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NOTICE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 
Dear Committee Member 

 

The next Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting of the Shire of Dardanup will be held on 

Wednesday, 14th of August 2024 in the Council Chambers, Shire of Dardanup - Administration Centre 

Eaton, 1 Council Drive, Eaton - commencing at 10.00am. 

 
 
 
MR ANDRÉ SCHÖNFELDT 
Chief Executive Officer 

9th of August 2024 
 
Note: If interested persons would like to make comment on any items in this agenda, please email 

records@dardanup.wa.gov.au or hand deliver written comment to the Shire of Dardanup – 
Administration Centre Eaton, 1 Council Drive, Eaton. To be included in the meeting comments 
are to be delivered no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 The Chief Executive Officer will use his discretion as to whether the written comments are 

relevant and applicable to the meeting before approving their inclusion in the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
“The Shire of Dardanup is a healthy, self-sufficient and sustainable 
community, that is connected and inclusive, and where our culture 

and innovation are celebrated.” 
 

 

mailto:records@dardanup.wa.gov.au
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Members of Local Emergency Management Committee 
- Cr. T Gardiner - Elected Member  
- Cr. E Lilly   - Elected Member 
- Cr. A Jenour – Elected Member  
- Cr. M Hutchinson – Elected Member  
- Coordinator Emergency & Ranger Services – Staff 
- Representative(s) – WA Police (Deputy Chairperson(s)) 
- Representative – Department of Communities 
- Representative – Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
- Representative – Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions 
- Representative – WA Country Health Service 
- Representative – Main Roads WA 
- Representative – Department of Fire & Emergency Services – Fire 
- Representative – Department of Transport 
- Representative – Water Corporation 
- Representative – Western Power 
- Representative – Aqwest 
- Representative – St Johns Ambulance WA 
- Representative – Telstra Australia 
- Representative – ATCO Gas 
- Representative – Moore Road Emergency Response Group 
- Representative – Harvey Water 

 
Terms of Reference  
 
The Terms of Reference for this Committee are located in the Tardis records system – refer to the following link:  
2023 - ToR - Local Emergency Management Committee 
  

http://tardis.dardanup.wa.gov.au/Function/Elected/CT_Committees/Terms%20of%20Reference%20-%20Committees%202023/2023%20-%20ToR%20-%20Local%20Emergency%20Management%20Committee.docx
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COUNCIL ROLE 

 
Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of its community to another level of 

government / body /agency. 

Executive/Strategic The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the Council e.g. Adopting plans and 
reports, accepting tenders, directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

Legislative Includes adopting local laws, town planning schemes and policies. 

Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 

Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly affects a person’s rights and 
interests. The Judicial character arises from the obligations to abide by the principles of natural 
justice. 
 
Examples of Quasi-Judicial authority include town planning applications, building licences, 
applications for other permits/licences (e.g.: under Health Act, Dog Act or Local Laws) and other 
decisions that may be appealable to the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 
“Any statement, comment or decision made at a Council or Committee meeting regarding any application for an approval, 
consent or licence, including a resolution of approval, is not effective as an approval of any application and must not be relied 
upon as such. 
 
Any person or entity that has an application before the Shire must obtain, and should only rely on, written notice of the Shire’s 
decision and any conditions attaching to the decision, and cannot treat as an approval anything said or done at a Council or 
Committee meeting. 
 
Any advice provided by an employee of the Shire on the operation of a written law, or the performance of a function by the 
Shire, is provided in the capacity of an employee, and to the best of that person’s knowledge and ability. It does not constitute, 
and should not be relied upon, as a legal advice or representation by the Shire. Any advice on a matter of law, or anything 
sought to be relied upon as a representation by the Shire should be sought in writing and should make clear the purpose of the 
request.”
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SHIRE OF DARDANUP 
 

AGENDA FOR THE SHIRE OF DARDANUP LEMC MEETING TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY,  
THE 14TH OF AUGUST 2024, AT ADMINISTRATION CENTRE EATON, 1 COUNCIL DRIVE, EATON, 
COMMENCING AT 10.00AM. 
 
 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENTS OF VISITORS 

 
The Chairperson to declare the meeting open, welcome those in attendance and refer to the Disclaimer, 
Acknowledgement of Country, Emergency Procedure and the Affirmation of Civic Duty and 
Responsibility on behalf of Councillors and Officers: 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 

The Shire of Dardanup wishes to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the 
traditional lands of the Noongar people. In doing this, we recognise and respect their 
continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this region and pay our 
respects to their elders, past, present and emerging. The Shire of Dardanup also respects 
and celebrates all cultures of all our residents and visitors to our Shire. 

 
Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility 
 

Councillors and Officers of the Shire of Dardanup collectively declare that we will duly, 
faithfully, honestly and with integrity fulfil the duties of our respective office and 
positions for all the people in the district according to the best of our judgement and 
ability. We will observe the Shire’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to ensure 
efficient, effective and orderly decision making within this forum.  
 
Committee members acknowledge that only the Chief Executive Officer or a member of 
the Shire of Dardanup staff appointed by the Chief Executive Officer is to have contact 
with consultants and suppliers that are appointed under contract to undertake the 
development and implementation of projects. 
 
The exception to this Policy is when there is a meeting of the committee or working group 
with the consultant and the Chief Executive Officer or the Chief Executive Officer’s 
representative is present. 
 
Members of committees acknowledge that a breach of this Policy may result in a request 
to Council to have them removed from the committee. 

 
Emergency Procedure 
 

In the event of an emergency, please follow the instructions of the Chairperson who will 
direct you to the safest exit route.  Once outside, please proceed to the muster point 
located at the front of the building where we will meet (and complete a roll call). 
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2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 

 
2.1 Attendance 
 
 
2.2 Apologies 
 
Ms Renee Flaxman – Department of Communities 
 
 

3 PRESENTATIONS 

 
None. 
 
 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
4.1 Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting Held on the 8th of May 2024 
 
Note: Due to the lack of quorum at the LEMC meeting held on the 8th May 2024 there were no 

Minutes taken for this meeting.  
 

 

5 ANNOUNCEMENTS OF MATTERS FOR WHICH MEETING MAY BE CLOSED 

 
None. 
 
 

6 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

 
None. 
 
 

7 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
“Members should fill in Disclosure of Interest forms for items in which they have a financial, proximity or impartiality interest 
and forward these to the Presiding Member before the meeting commences.” 
 
Note: Chairperson to ask Committee Members if there are any Declarations of Interest to be made. 
  



AGENDA FOR THE LEMC MEETING TO BE HELD ON THE 14TH  OF AUGUST 2024 

 

 

3 

8 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

 
8.1 Title: Update Report from Shire of Dardanup 
   

Reporting Department Sustainable Development Directorate 

Reporting Officer Stephen Loiterton - Coordinator – Health, Emergency & Ranger Services 

Legislation 
Local Government Act 1995  
Emergency Management Act 2005 
 

Attachments Confidential Attachment A-Tardis Link R0001534864 
Confidential Attachment B  -Tardis Link R0001610678 

 
8.1.1 Evacuation Reports 

On 27th February 2024 there was a bushfire in Kingston. On 10th May 2024 a tornado impacted Bunbury. 
Both events triggered the activation of a local evacuation centre at the Eaton Recreation Centre. In both 
events the use of the Shire’s evacuation centre was required as a result of the emergency event 
potentially impacting upon the Shire of Harvey’s and the City of Bunbury’s evacuation centres. 
 
The Local Evacuation Support Plan was in draft. However, the content was used to guide the activations. 
Brief reports have been prepared on the Shire’s response to the evacuations in support of the 
Department of Communities as per Confidential Attachment A & B . 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION AND 
LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION 
 

THAT the Local Emergency Management Committee accepts the reports: 
 
1. Review of Activation of Shire of Dardanup Eaton Recreation Centre as a Local 

Evacuation Centre – Kingston Fire (Confidential Attachment A)  
 

2. Review of Activation of Shire of Dardanup Eaton Recreation Centre as a Local 
Evacuation Centre – Bunbury Tornado (Confidential Attachment B)  

 
 
 
8.1.2 Mitigation Activity Funding 
 
The Shire of Dardanup has been granted $242,350 to assist in undertaking 27 bushfire mitigation 
activities. Mitigation activities include mechanical treatments to reduce fuel levels, the creation of 
firebreaks and planned burns. 
 

Table of Approved Treatments 
25974 Mechanical works Gavins Gully, West Dardanup 

27010 Planned burn Marri Reserve, Tulip Grove Eaton 

27011 Chemical works Marri Reserve, Millard St, Eaton 

27012 Mechanical works Reserve, Hale Street, Eaton 

27013 Mechanical works Reserve, Charterhouse Street, Eaton 

27014 Mechanical works Reserve, Charterhouse Street, Eaton 

http://recordpoint.dardanup.wa.gov.au/_layouts/15/RecordPoint/RecordProcessor.aspx?Operation=OpenPermaLink&Key=R0001534864|Record
http://recordpoint.dardanup.wa.gov.au/_layouts/15/RecordPoint/RecordProcessor.aspx?Operation=OpenPermaLink&Key=R0001610678|Record
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27027 Fire access way Millar Creek Reserve, Hazelgrove Cr, Millbridge 

27037 Mechanical Works Millars Creek Reserve, Primrose Vista, Millbridge 

27038 Mechanical works Eaton Foreshore Reserve, Pratt Rd, Eaton 

27039 Mechanical works Reserve, Charolais Mews, Eaton 

27040 Mechanical works Reserve, Charolais Mews, Eaton 

27041 Mechanical works Reserve, Bailey Loop, West Dardanup 

27042 Chemical works Verges, Fire Access Way, The Dress Circle, Henty 

27058 Fire access way Reserve, Bailey Loop, West Dardanup 

27059 Fire access way Reserve, Bailey Loop, West Dardanup 

27060 Fire access way Reserve, Vera Place, West Dardanup 

27061 Mechanical Works Reserve, Dardanup Rd, West Dardanup 

27062 Fire access way Reserve, Dardanup Rd, West Dardanup 

27063 Fire access way Leicester Reserve, Collie River, Eaton 

27069 Planned burn Wellington Pine Plantation, King Tree Road Wellington Mills 

27070 Planned burn Wellington Mills Road Wellington Mills 

27071 Planned burn Wellington Mills Road Wellington Mills 

27085 Planned burn Fire Access Way, Padbury Road West Dardanup 

27340 Planned burn Joshua Creek Rd Crooked Brook 

 
 
8.1.3  Bushfire Risk Management Coordinator 
 
Funding Bushfire Risk Mitigation Coordinators is a Department of Fire and Emergency Services initiative 
to support local government in bushfire mitigation. The primary role of the Coordinator is to identify 
mitigation activities, per the Bushfire Risk Mitigation Plan, and seek grant funding from the Mitigation 
Activity Fund so as to implement those measures that receive approval. 

The Shire of Dardanup has a resource sharing arrangement with the Shires of Capel and Collie for a 
Bushfire Risk Management Coordinator. This enables the Shire to share the expertise of that officer to 
contribute to protecting the community of the Shire from natural hazards.  

Following a request to continue this arrangement, the Department has offered a further three year grant 
agreement to partially fund the coordinator role, with co-contributions from each Shire. Approval was 
given by Council to execute the agreement proposed by the department. We are awaiting for 
confirmation that the Shires of Capel and Collie have agreed to execute the agreement. 

 
8.1.4   Bushfire Risk Management Plan 
 
One of the key eligibility requirements under the MAF grants program is for the Shire to have a Bushfire 
Risk Management Plan (BRMP) endorsed by the Office of Bushfire Risk Management. The Shire of 
Dardanup’s BRMP was developed in 2019 and is due for review in 2024. 
 



AGENDA FOR THE LEMC MEETING TO BE HELD ON THE 14TH  OF AUGUST 2024 

 

 

5 

The 2023 Guidelines for reviewing a BRMP were recently released and provide a clear process for the 
Shire to update their Plan. It is to be noted that the previous 5-year endorsement and review process 
has been changed to every 2 years to ensure information in the BRMP remains current and accurate. 
 
8.1.5 Local Government Grant Scheme 
 
The Shire has been granted $230,554 through the Local Government Grant Scheme to contribute to 
maintaining the operational preparedness of the Shire’s Bush Fire Brigades. This grant provides $10,554 
for identified plant & equipment, and a further $220,000 for general operations.  
 
This year’s grant also included the scheduled replacement of the Burekup 1.4 appliance, and upgrade of 
the Dardanup Centrals 2.4 appliance to a 3.4 appliance. Due to supply chain issues the actual delivery 
dates are uncertain, with several other appliances still awaiting replacements from previous years. 
 
The Shire was also seeking funding for two capital projects, to upgrade the Ferguson station and to install 
a bore at the Waterloo station through the Department of Fire Emergency Service Asset Maintenance 
Fund. 
 
 
8.1.6 Bushfire Brigades 
 
The most recent Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting endorsed the Shire’s Fire Prevention Order and 
the names of the Fire Control Officers, which has subsequently been endorsed by Council.   
  
The Fire Control Notice has been published in the Government Gazette and will be published in a local 
newspaper in August. A community awareness campaign is intended to be similar to previous years.  
  
The names of the appointed Fire Control Officers were published in the Government Gazette and South 
West Times in July 2024.  
 
 
8.1.7 Committee Endorsement 
 
The Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Local Emergency Committee encourages membership from 
representatives from various sectors of emergency management, Local/State Government, however, 
also from groups that represent communities who are vulnerable and have special needs.  

To this end, the activities associated with Bethanie Fields Aged Care caters for a vulnerable group of 
people that are less physically equipped to respond to an emergency event. As such, a high degree of 
coordination and emergency planning is required for the organisation to be able to respond to an 
emerging threat. As such, acknowledging the presence of Bethanie Fields in the Shire and their role in 
providing an important service to the community, it is recommended that the LEMAC endorse a 
representative from Bethanie Fields Aged Care to be appointed on the committee as follows: 

OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION AND 
LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION 
 

THAT the Local Emergency Management Committee recommends that Council 
endorse a representative from Bethanie Fields as a voting committee member of the 
Local Emergency Management Committee. 

  



AGENDA FOR THE LEMC MEETING TO BE HELD ON THE 14TH  OF AUGUST 2024 

 

 

6 

 
8.2 Title: Agency Reports 
   

Reporting Department Various Agencies – Listed Below 

Reporting Officer Refer to Individual Report 

Legislation Local Government Act 1995  
Emergency Management Act 2005 

 

(In the interest of time efficiency report to be accepted as presented, not read aloud at the meeting) 
 
Background  
 
Each agency is invited to provide the meeting with a report of their activities for the benefit of the 
committee. 
 
8.2.1 WA Police – Snr Sgt Heath Soutar (Australind) & Sgt Chris Page (Capel) 
 
 
 
8.2.2 Department of Fire & Emergency Services – District Emergency Management Advisor –  

Mrs Erin Hutchins 
 

Mrs Erin Hutchins has provided the following report: 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADVISOR REPORT 
1st Quarter 2024-2025 
 
STATE NEWS 
 
The last meeting of the State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) was held on the 8th May 2024. 
SEMC Communiques can be found here. 
 
2024 SEMC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
August 
October 
December  
 
STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS 
 
State EM Document Amendments 
 
The State EM Policy Branch of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) administers the 
review and consultation of the State emergency management documents in consultation with relevant 
stakeholders. 
 
To maintain accuracy and currency of the documents, they are reviewed annually for statement of fact 
changes and must undergo a comprehensive review every 5 years. 
 
To assist with our ongoing review of the documents please advise the State EM Policy Branch if you have 
identified any errors in a State EM document here. 
  

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/semc-communiques
https://engagewaem.com.au/state-emergency-management-documents
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CONSULTATION REQUESTS 
 
You can view all current and past consultations on the Engage WA EM consultation homepage 
 
CONSULTATION UPDATES 
 
State Hazard Plan – Hazardous Materials Emergencies (HAZMAT) 
 
STATE RECOVERY AMENDMENTS 
 
The state-level recovery arrangements in the State Emergency Management Framework (EM 
Framework) are currently under review. The proposed amendments to the arrangements are:  
 

• Proposed four-level State Model for Recovery Governance (R1-R4), which was trialled in the 23-
24 high threat period. The Model defines increasing State involvement relative to the complexity 
of recovery and capacity of the local government.  

• Clarification of roles and responsibilities for the state at various recovery levels, including the 
role of the State Recovery Coordinator, Event Recovery Coordinator (R3 State Led), and Event 
Recovery Controller (R4 State Controlled).  

• A draft Assessment Support Tool to be utilised in assisting decision makers to assess the level of 
recovery under the proposed new State Model, including escalation / de-escalation of State 
involvement in recovery.  

 
There will be a public consultation process on proposed changes to state-level recovery arrangements 
in the EM Framework. Recommendations for amendments to the EM Framework will be presented to 
SEMC for consideration. 
 
SEMC STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
With the expiry of the current Strategic Plan in 2025, the SEMC reviewed its strategic direction in 
anticipation of the development of a new Strategic Plan. At a Strategic Planning workshop, the SEMC 
explored five key emergency management systemic issues: 
 

• More frequent and severe emergencies; 
• Consideration of a systemic approach to risk management; 
• A whole of sector approach; 
• Strengthening capability and capacity; and  
• A focus on vulnerability, preparedness, and resilience.  

 
Consultation on a new Strategic Plan, and the outcomes of the Strategic Planning workshop, will now 
occur with Subcommittees and District Emergency Management Committees throughout July, August 
and September 2024. 
 
DISTRICT NEWS 
 
The District Emergency Management Committee (DEMC) was held on Tuesday 19th March 2024. The 
next meeting is scheduled for October 2024. 
 
SECTOR UPDATES 
 
Australian Warning System (AWS) Training  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengagewaem.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CErin.Hutchins%40dfes.wa.gov.au%7C35dc6305c60e42104e9e08dbc0aa191b%7Cf2c53664ba4842ff8608e4019969d536%7C0%7C0%7C638315609022652798%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q6lGIuuYkKefjfP6AaEYftn876abbzAzHNiBijMxQaE%3D&reserved=0
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The Australian Warning System (AWS) is a national approach to emergency information that delivers 
consistent warnings to Australian communities, so people know what they need to do to stay safe in an 
emergency, no matter where they are. 
 
The AWS features standardised hazard warning icons and colours, with warnings supported by clear 
action statements. 
 
Changes to cyclone, flood, storm and bushfire warnings was rolled out in Western Australia on Monday 
15th July, 2024. 
 
AWS Awareness is an online module available on the DFES Mobilise Me platform - https://dfes.mobilise-
me.com and provides an overview of the Australian Warning System and how it is applied in Western 
Australia. Delivered as a self-paced, e-learning awareness module, this course is recommended for 
anyone wanting to gain a better understanding of the AWS. Course duration is approximately 15-20 
minutes. 
 
If users have previously undertaken training on the DFES Mobilise Me platform, they can use their 
credentials to log in and find the AWS courses. 
 
For new users, they will need to create an account and select Australian Warning System under the 
“Learning Category” when they are registering their details. 
 
Alternatively, if you were interested in uploading these modules into your own eLearning platform, 
please contact the DFES Public Information Branch via email statepublicinfo@dfes.wa.gov.au. 
 
8.2.3 Department of Fire & Emergency Services – Mr Brian Penman  
 
WINTER SEASON 2024  
 
It was an early and busy start to the winter season with two major storm events impacting Bunbury on 
10th May and 1st June 2024. Recovery activities continue for these events and Post Operational Reviews 
are planned. Call outs continue for local SES for maintenance of temporary repairs from these events. 
The DFES region has also noticed this season that rental property managers are referring their clients to 
the SES rather than arranging for contractors to make repairs, which is unnecessarily impacting the lives 
of Volunteers. 
 
CLIMATE OUTLOOK (issued 18th July 2024)  
 
The long-range forecast for August to October shows:  
 
• Rainfall is likely to be within the typical seasonal range for much of southern WA.  
• Warmer than average days and nights are likely to very likely across most of Australia, however, 

it is the cool season and periods of unusually cold weather are still possible.  
 
The current pattern of warmth in global sea surface temperatures is unlike historical patterns. This is 
likely to impact the ability to predict the development of climate influences such as ENSO and IOD based 
solely on historic relationships between sea surface temperatures and these events.  
 
AUSTRALIAN WARNING SYSTEM (AWS)  
 
Western Australia has adopted a national consistent approach to emergency information by using a 
standardised set of warning levels, colours and icons, supported by clear action statements to keep 
people safe. 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com%2Fwis%2Fclicktime%2Fv1%2Fquery%3Furl%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fdfes.mobilise-me.com%26umid%3D71b6910f-a651-4258-bf39-f8b0168119e2%26auth%3D7f18efbc6cf9ee883b9432761b377a0f1dbfb288-4555105ba2b347a1c51e8a3d99a361a0f73982b0&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Hutchins%40dfes.wa.gov.au%7Cb0d2bb9390a04739fc0108dc93f8d68e%7Cf2c53664ba4842ff8608e4019969d536%7C0%7C0%7C638547944159253092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nwx1pRfy0ZtPaRw33lFNjWryx1X0ge7W7SsxAdEV8W0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com%2Fwis%2Fclicktime%2Fv1%2Fquery%3Furl%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fdfes.mobilise-me.com%26umid%3D71b6910f-a651-4258-bf39-f8b0168119e2%26auth%3D7f18efbc6cf9ee883b9432761b377a0f1dbfb288-4555105ba2b347a1c51e8a3d99a361a0f73982b0&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Hutchins%40dfes.wa.gov.au%7Cb0d2bb9390a04739fc0108dc93f8d68e%7Cf2c53664ba4842ff8608e4019969d536%7C0%7C0%7C638547944159253092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nwx1pRfy0ZtPaRw33lFNjWryx1X0ge7W7SsxAdEV8W0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:statepublicinfo@dfes.wa.gov.au
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Cyclone, storm and flood warnings join bushfire and heatwave in using AWS colours, icons and warning 
levels of Advice, Watch and Act and Emergency Warning. How you receive warnings may not change, 
but the wording, colours and call to action may be different to what you’re used to, as this system is 
implemented across Australia.  
 
The AWS has been designed based on feedback and research across the country and aims to deliver a 
more consistent approach to these types of emergencies, no matter where you are.  
Australia’s fire and emergency services aim to provide you with timely and relevant information during 
emergencies. Refer to https://www.australianwarningsystem.com.au for more information regarding 
the AWS.  
 
Juvenile and Family Fire Awareness Program (JAFFA)  
 
The Juvenile and Family Fire Awareness (JAFFA) Program is a free and confidential education program 
offered across Western Australia for young people aged 6 to 16 years who have been involved in fire 
lighting.  
 
JAFFA helps young people to learn about the consequences of fire play, and to develop fire safe skills 
and behaviours. The confidential and free support program is available throughout Western Australia by 
contacting jaffa@dfes.wa.gov.au or calling on 9395 9488.  
 
Recovery Workshop 
 
The SW Region recently held a Recovery workshop and as part of the workshop Local Government 
representatives participated in the development of a Local Operational Recovery Plan (LORP). 
 
There is now an opportunity to look closer at the development of a LORP with input from support 
agencies on the LEMC. 
 
Does the Dardanup LEMC want DFES to facilitate a one-hour desktop exercise to explore the 
development of a LORP at the next LEMC meeting? 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION AND 
LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION 
 

THAT the Local Emergency Management Committee accepts the offer from the 
Department of Fire and Emergency to facilitate a one hour desktop exercise with the 
Shire of Dardanup Local Emergency Management Committee to develop a Local 
Operational Recovery Plan (LORP). 

 
 
 
 
 
8.2.4 Department of Communities – Ms Renee Flaxman 
 
July 2024 to September 2024 inclusive 
 
Communities 2023/24 Statewide High Threat Season Activations 
 
The Department of Communities’ Emergency Relief and Support (ERS) Directorate would like to 
acknowledge and thank all of our local and state partners for the assistance and support provided over 
the 2023-24 season.  
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Since October 2023, there has been a total of fifty-one events supported by Communities statewide 
including:    
 
• Activation under the AUSRECEPLAN– Israel and Gaza repatriation. 
• Pre-planning undertaken for 3 high threat weather events, which did not result in activation. 
• A total of 496 people were supported during events through our client management system. 
• Two Active and Declared Recovery Events (under Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements) -

Mariginiup Fire, Bunbury Storm. 
• Just prior to Christmas 2023, there were 6 activations supported by Communities over just 2 

days (20-22 December).   
 
Our team looks forward to working with you all over the coming months as we prepare for the 2024-25  
Season. 
 
Communities Recovery Activities 
 
Kimberley Floods Recovery Program 
 
• The Kimberley Flood Recovery Team continues to support impacted residents, through the Hub. 
• In addition to supporting impacted residents with their claims and eligibility requirements, this 

also extends to practical, personal and wellbeing supports. 
• At present there are five projects supporting Fitzroy Valley individuals and communities, in 

varying capacities, and we are reviewing the scope for future project requirements. 
• We are currently working with the Housing Team and the Hub to ensure residents understand 

their rights and obligations as they begin their journey from their temporary accommodation 
units to their home. 

 
Mariginiup Fires Recovery Program 
 
Communities has supported the City of Wanneroo to deliver the psychosocial wellbeing and financial 
support elements of the recovery program for the fire affected community, with the final date of 
program delivery finishing on 30th June 2024. 
 
Bunbury Storms Recovery Program 
 
A total of 42 displaced individuals were supported in temporary accommodation, of which 6 are still 
being supported as of 5th August. To date, Communities: 
 

• Provided assistance with accommodation, food, clothing and personal requisites to displaced 
and impacted individuals. 

• Supported individuals who have returned or are transitioning home with prepaid cards as well 
as food boxes as part of their Return Home packages. 

• Are supporting individuals to access psychological supports via approved local providers. 
• Have commenced a targeted outreach of known impacted people for Category 3 and 4 financial 

assistance. 
• Is working with the Lions Club who are in the process of making up hampers to further support 

these individuals in their return home journey. 
• Disaster Response Hotline remains open to provide support, with officers continuing to engage 

with impacted persons since the Recovery Hubs closed. 
• Is finalising a procurement process with Red Cross for delivery of a recovery training program to 

the city. 
• Continues to work closely with CoBunbury, DFES, local support agencies including property and 

strata management, Red Cross, Salvation Army, SWCLS, RAC, Foodbank and accommodation 
providers to ensure individual needs are met. 
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Local EM Information 
 
Emergency Evacuation Centre Training 
 
• The emergency evacuation centre training is being enhanced and revised to boost the 

knowledge and confidence of Communities district teams, local government and other 
partnering agencies to work within an emergency evacuation centre. 

• This dynamic, interactive three-hour training enables participants to design and set up an 
evacuation centre, while navigating a variety of scenarios staff may encounter in such settings. 

• Participants will include a cross section of Communities staff and local government agencies to 
foster collaboration and relationship building. 

• Whenever possible, training will be held in designated evacuation centres to provide hands-on 
experience. 

 
The ERS team will be in contact to arrange a training schedule and identifying dates and locations, 
Planning and Preparedness  
 
The ERS Directorate are keen to work with Local Governments and partners in preparations and  
exercising. If you are running any exercises or events that would be of value and appropriate for ERS to 
attend, please let your ERS Regional Coordinator know.      
 
The ERS Directorate can support the local government by reviewing your emergency kits ensuring that 
appropriate items and resources are available.    
 
Activations   
 
Southwest Communities staff had been activated to stand up 8 evacuation centres in the region since  
the start of the 2023/2024 season: 
 
• SoDardanup - Eaton Bushfire (21st to 22nd December 2023) – Evacuation Centre opened at 

Eaton Recreation Centre then moved to Eaton Boomers Football Club. 
• SoCollie - Coolongatta Bushfire (11th to 12th January 2024) – Evacuation Centre opened at 

Roche Park. 
• SoNannup – Jalbarragup Millbrook State Forest Bushfire (17th to 18th January 2024) Evacuation 

Centre opened at Nannup Recreation Centre. 
• SoHarvey – Leschenault and Australind Bushfire (27th February 2024) – Evacuation Centre 

opened at Eaton Recreation Centre. 
• SoCapel – Harewoods Bushfire (10th March to 11th March 2024) – South West Sports Centre. 
• SoManjimup – Walpole Middle Road Complex Bushfire (26th to 27th April 2024) – Evacuation 

Centre opened at Walpole Recreation Centre. 
• CoBunbury – Bunbury Tornado (10th May 2024 ongoing) – Evacuation Centre opened at Eaton 

Recreation Centre. 
• CoBunbury – Bunbury Storm (1st June 2024 ongoing) – Evacuation Centre opened at South West 

Sports Centre 
 
 
ERS Stream 1 Regional Preparedness and Coordination 
 
• Sharon Austin has completed her acting position of ERS Regional Officer. 
• A new Regional Coordinator for the Great Southern was appointed and commenced in the role 

as from the 24th June. 
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8.2.5 Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development – Mr Tim Stevens  
 
 
8.2.6 Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions – Mr Allan Madgwick 
 
 
8.2.7 WA Country Health Service – Ms Leigh Hall 
 
 
8.2.8 Main Roads WA – Mr Bruce Hancock 
 
 
8.2.9 Department of Transport – Mr Peter Westgate 
 
 
8.2.10 Water Corporation – Mr Steve Collins 
 
 
8.2.11 Western Power – Mr Scott Fitzgerald 
 
 
8.2.12 Aqwest – Mr Caleb Maguire 
 
 
8.2.13 St John Ambulance WA – Mr Charles Wilkes 
 
 
8.2.14 Telstra – Ms Debra Leverington 
 
 
8.2.15 Atco Gas – Mr Mick Sheaf 
 
 
8.2.16 Moore Road Emergency Response Group – Mr Graeme Offer 
 
 
8.2.17 Harvey Water – Mr Cameron Norris 
 
 
 

9 MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 

 
None. 
 
 

10 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

 
The Chairperson advises that the next date of the Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting 
will be Wednesday 13th November 2024 commencing at 10.00 am at the Shire of Dardanup – New Library 
and Administration Centre Eaton.  
   
There being no further business the Chairperson to declare the meeting closed. 
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